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Dear Friends of Supplies for Success,
 
Even though we weren't able to work together in person as a community during this
difficult �me of COVID-19, we didn’t abandon our kids. Our commitment was unwavering,
and we are s�ll fundraising and shipping filled backpacks as the requests con�nue to come
in. The pandemic was, and con�nues to be, an opportunity for us to double down to fulfill
our mission, without an intermission.
 
We have had unprecedented success helping more children "go" back to school prepared
to learn than ever before! Thanks to our efforts together, more than 20,000 children are
star�ng school on a more level playing field equipped with the supplies essen�al for
learning.
 
We had to think outside the box and pivot to make it happen:
-U�lizing new methods of fundraising: individuals and teams campaigning online to raise
funds 
-Engaging community safely: 42 at home assembly events
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-Distribu�ng differently: shipping backpacks pre-filled at our suppliers' warehouses directly
to the schools, shelters, and organiza�ons we serve.
 
We simply could not have done it without you! We THANK YOU all who helped in any way!
 
As some of you know, Supplies for Success is now an independent 501(c)(3) non-
profit organiza�on having launched from UJA to help more kids. We now partner with UJA
and are a grantee. We are dedicated to providing the tools needed for children living in
poverty to look to educa�on for a be�er life, while engaging volunteers to make it happen.
SFS provides backpacks filled with age-appropriate school supplies before the first day of
school, so underserved children can start school feeling confident, looking like their peers,
and prepared to learn. Since our incep�on at UJA, we’ve donated more
than 120,000 backpacks. 
 
In honor of the memory of my son, Eric, who we lost to a ski accident on March 5, we
responded to the Coronavirus pandemic and the closure of schools in late March, by
pivo�ng to donate ac�vity CareKits filled with art supplies and more to the children of
frontline health care workers and to disadvantaged children through hospitals and food
banks to keep them busy and learning. To date, we’ve donated more than 15,000 CareKits. 
 
It's been quite a year for all of us!
 
Thank you for standing by us when the kids need us more than ever.
 
If you can, and have not done so yet, it’s not too late to lend a hand. When facing hunger
and evic�on, school supplies don't even make it to the list of expenditures. But children
NEED them! And I just got a call from a homeless shelter on Long Island that was not on our
list!
 
You can s�ll reach out to campaign for us or simply help a child with a filled
backpack. DONATE and please checkout our website  Supplies for Success to learn more
about us and how you can join us to help kids in need succeed. After all---they are still our
future! I hope you will choose to bring light to these dark days of Corona.
 
Thank you. Stay safe and be well.
 
With gra�tude,
 
Mindy
Mindy Richenstein, Founder and President, Supplies for Success
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Special thanks to Jill Bodian, Lisa Goldman, CPA, Keri Davis, Ellen Grossman, Tracey Amdur,
Susan Talles, Eileen Levine, Jodie Elyachar, Debbie Gross, Stacey Novick, Lisa Siverman,
Morgan Hoine, Olivia Silvestri, Tracey Lubin Flynn, Jenny Peltz, Sandy Lenger, Shari Adler,
Fern Cohen, Marcia Kirschenbaum, Debbie Shalom, Phyllis Feldman, Kathi Lapidus, Jaime &
Lola Weisswasser, Mindy Horowitz,  Freddi Kadden, Jessica Steinberg Albin, Jared Kleinman,
Karen Kleinman, Jan Platnick, Judy Baum, Carrie Kislin, Caryn Bilzen, Amanda Garfinkle,
Amanda Friedman, Alex & Michael Toccin, Hayley Stern, Melissa Bahr, Naomi Elyachar, Amie
Elgot, Mindy Nahoum, Sco� Nahoum, Ariella & Ryan Tolkin, Meghan Plunke�, Ka�e
Samuels, Danielle Pizzo, Amanda Velez, Jessie Muscio Davis, Stephanie Sobotka, Tobi Katz,
Ali Knopman, Marian Kent, Helene Gould, Andi Black, Robin Schorr, Gara Marinoff Schwartz,
Megan Kadosh, Natasha Hanan, Jessica Peskin, Michele Dinenberg, Shira Sinclair, Stacey
Kotler, Marit Molen, Eileen Melniker, Helena Flecker Grossman who contributed in a myriad
of ways, including created back to school fundraising campaigns, hosted backpack assembly
events at home, served as liaisons, schlepped backpacks, and helped in various other ways
to ensure that the kids received their school supplies. Special thanks to the �reless work of
Susan Rand for volunteering to head our stewardship, to Stacey Spielman for volunteering
to head our very challenging opera�ons, to the talented Erica Mitchell Mirenberg who
produced all our social media, and our amazing college intern, Morgan Bari Salomon. We
also thank Schonfeld Strategic Advisors, who sponsored 1,100 kids even though they
couldn’t pack in their offices and Island Harvest with whom we collaborated to help more
than 5,000 children on Long Island. We thank UJA (as always!), Ed Alliance, Met Council and
the smaller local organiza�ons who raised funds to help more of their kids and distributed
to the children during these ultra challenging �mes. And the Sid Jacobson JCC who received
backpacks from at home assemblies and packed backpacks with their teens last week.
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Check out our Back to School
Corona Crisis Campaign Video

 
https://vimeo.com/438245923

Donate
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